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Wal-Mart Pledges to Sell Sustainable Fish Products
WWF TO WORK WITH RETAILER,
SUPPLIERS, TO IMPROVE FISHERIES

© WWF-Canon/Edward Parker
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al-Mart plans to sell only fish
certified according to the
Marine Stewardship Council’s
(MSC) standard for sustainable and
well-managed fisheries within the next
five years. Through a new partnership
with the MSC, WWF, and Conservation
International, Wal-Mart’s pledge applies
to all fresh and frozen fish sold at its
3,700 stores in the United States.
WWF and Conservation International
will work with Wal-Mart and its suppliers to make improvements in less wellmanaged fisheries,
such as decreasing
ecosystem damage,
rebuilding stocks, and
encouraging support for
broader marine ecosystem management and protection activities.
“We’re all interested in working with
suppliers and fisheries in a cooperative
way to reduce harmful environmental
impacts and ensure healthy populations
of marine life,” said Scott Burns, WWF’s
managing director for fisheries.
Wal-Mart, the world’s largest retailer,
sells an estimated 40 million pounds of
fresh and frozen seafood at its North
American stores. Its commitment to

The Marine Stewardship Council (MSC)
label assures consumers that a seafood
product was caught in an environmentally sustainable and responsible way.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 ➤

Shop for Fish the Ocean-Friendly Way
Your choices at the supermarket can make a difference for our oceans. Look for
the MSC label on seafood products—it means that the product comes from a
fishery that uses ocean-friendly methods. Visit www.msc.org to find retailers who
carry MSC products, and spend your dollars with them.
■ Avoid purchasing overexploited stocks such as Atlantic swordfish and sharks.
While many fish are disappearing, other great seafoods are being harvested
responsibly, including wild Alaska salmon, Pacific halibut, Dungeness crab, and
Alaska pollack. Buy those!

Watch WWF scientists in action on PBS television’s new Wild Chronicles,
a half-hour program featuring news from nature, innovative use of technology, and thrilling adventures in exploration.
WWF is partnering with National Geographic Mission Programs on the TV
series, which is hosted by longtime National Geographic Explorer Boyd
Matson. Wild Chronicles takes viewers inside the world of conservation science and has featured WWF projects such as a river rafting exploration in the
Amazon, a bison release in Montana’s Northern Great Plains, and a rhino relocation in Nepal. Upcoming WWF features include an elephant roundup in
India and gorilla research in Central Africa.
Visit worldwildlife.org/wildchronicles to view highlights from the series and
check your local PBS listings for show times.

MEMBER NEWS
Saving Sea Turtles for Mother’s Day

© WWF-Canon/Michel Gunther

A mother sea turtle travels thousands of miles to get from feeding area to
mating area, and then to her preferred nesting beach. It is a long, arduous
crawl up the sandy beach, where she makes her nest and lays her eggs before
swimming back out to sea. Now
that’s maternal devotion.
This Mother’s Day, adopt a
sea turtle online at worldwildlife.org/adopt to let mom
know how much you appreciate
all she has done for you. WWF
saves sea turtles by protecting
the beaches on which they lay
their eggs, reducing the number
of turtles taken as bycatch, and
enforcing laws to stop the illegal
trade of turtle products. With a
sea turtle adoption for your
mom, you too can help protect
these amazing creatures for generations to come.

Philanthropy Starts at an Early Age
EIGHTH GRADER EARMARKS DONATION FOR AMAZON
Seven years ago, then-first-grader
Jessica Stachler and her class raised
$100 to help save endangered rain
forests. Her teacher incorporated the
fund-raiser into a lesson on the devastating impacts of deforestation. As
Jessica learned about threatened forests
and the amazing plants and animals living in them, she realized she wanted to
do even more: “I promised myself that I
would save my money until I had $1,000
to help save the rain forest,” said
Jessica, a resident of Pueblo, Colorado.
She saved money from allowances,
chores, birthdays, and Christmas gifts,
giving up buying many of the usual toys,
games, and CDs that her friends were
purchasing for themselves.
In April 2005, after saving for more
than six years, Jessica mailed a check
for $1,000 to WWF with the request
that the donation be used to help save
the Amazon rain forest, a WWF priority
area for conservation. As an animal
lover, Jessica is especially concerned
about saving the wildlife of the Amazon.
“Young people like Jessica are our

most effective conservation ambassadors,” said Suzanne Mink, vice president
for Institutional Fund-Raising at WWF.
“We are so grateful for young donors
who care so deeply about the environment that they are willing to share their
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 ➤

Stachler

WWF, National Geographic Partner on TV Series
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An interest in saving rain forests led
Jessica Stachler to donate to WWF.
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TAKE ACTION!
Lu Zhi

Creating Lasting Solutions
in the Galápagos

The Bush administration wants
Congress to slash funding for the
Global Environment Facility (GEF),
a little known but extremely important international institution that
addresses some of the most serious
threats facing our planet.
The GEF has helped more than
150 developing countries meet
urgent environmental needs—supporting projects to eliminate threats
to endangered wildlife, prevent and
control desertification, increase use
of renewable energy and energy efficiency, and prevent use of the world’s
most toxic pollutants. One project,
for example, is helping to triple the
size of the protected areas system in
the Brazilian Amazon.
The United States and 31 other
countries contribute funds each
year to support this crucial environmental work. Businesses, universities, governments, and nonprofits
partner with the GEF and provide
significant additional funds. Since
1992, the GEF has allocated $6.1 billion in grants, leveraging more than
$20 billion in additional financing

S

oon after arriving at WWF, I had the opportunity to visit the Galápagos Islands—my
first trip to a WWF field project. I was blown
away by the islands’ breathtaking array of
wildlife: Nowhere else can you sit quietly just a
few feet away from a pair of courting blue-footed boobies, observe marine iguanas as they bask on the glistening
black lava rocks, and snorkel among a throng of curious and playful sea
lions.
I also was deeply impressed with WWF’s long history of conservation
achievements in the Galápagos. Fortunately, WWF’s investments continue to make a difference. Thanks to urging by WWF and the
Ecuadorian government, oil tankers over 500 tons were recently
banned from waters inside a 60-mile radius around the islands and subjects all cargo and passenger ships moving around the islands to
enhanced safety and monitoring
measures. We’re hopeful that this
will prevent future disasters—like
the 2001 Jessica oil spill—from
happening near this fragile ecosystem.
We’re also making strides against
illegal fishing, which continues to
be a serious problem despite current laws banning large-scale fishing within the Galápagos Marine
Reserve. In an effort to build the
capacity of the Galápagos National
Park Service to enforce fishing
laws, we secured funding to overhaul the vessel, the Yoshka. The new
enforcement boat will allow the park service to outrun even the fastest
fishing boat.
And, working with the Ministry of the Environment and the
Galápagos National Park Service, we succeeded in banning longline
fishing in the islands—a method which threatens nontargeted species
like seabirds, turtles, and sharks. To lessen the impact the ban will
have on local fishermen, we are helping local fishermen adopt sustainable fishing practices and benefit more directly from tourism.
To experience firsthand the extraordinary world of the Galápagos
was a unique privilege and reinforced for me the importance of what
we do. Whether establishing long-term conservation programs or
working with our partners on innovative efforts that reflect the needs
and aspirations of the local people, WWF is forging conservation solutions in the Galápagos that are as diverse as the challenges we face.
Enjoy discovering for yourself these enchanted islands and learn
why they’re worth saving.

“I was blown
away by
the islands’
breathtaking
array of
wildlife.”

Carter S. Roberts
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to more than 1,750 projects.
The United States has repeatedly
underpaid what it has pledged to
the GEF. Now the administration
wants to make even deeper cuts.
Unless Congress restores the funding, other countries that contribute
to the GEF will rightfully blame our
country for undercutting the world’s
efforts to protect biodiversity and
natural resources.
Take action! Visit WWF’s free
Conservation Action Network at
takeaction.worldwildlife.org to send
letters to decision makers and voice
your support for global environmental protection.

ON THE WEB

Steven Morello

EXPLORE THE
GALÁPAGOS ISLANDS
Visit worldwildlife.org/galapagos to learn more about
the amazing Galápagos Islands, which WWF has been
working to protect since the early 1960s.
Learn more about the increasing threats to the
region, WWF’s conservation projects, and the unusual
creatures that inhabit these islands located 600 miles off
the coast of Ecuador. View a photo gallery that illustrates
the unique landscape and exotic species of the Galápagos,
and find out how you can help WWF take action on
our long-term conservation vision for the
future of the islands.
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Hawksbill Turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata)
The hawksbill turtle grows to about 3 feet
in length, weighs 130 pounds on average,
and—no surprise—has a narrow beak
reminiscent of a bird of prey. The shell is
highly colorful and elaborately patterned.
There are only a few major hawksbill nesting colonies and only five sites
have populations
with more
than 1,000
females
nesting
annually,
often on beaches close to coral reefs.
Hawksbills are protected under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, as well as under many
national laws. Despite this, there is still a
disturbingly large volume of trade in
hawksbill products, and this trade probably
constitutes the major threat to the species.
Habitat: The hawksbill is found almost
solely in the tropics.

Diet: Adult hawksbills are mainly carnivorous and use their narrow beaks to extract
invertebrate prey from reef crevices.

Threats: Threats include loss of habitat,
fishery-related mortality, and excessive
trade.
Interesting Fact: The female nests only
once every two or three years, laying 60 to
200 eggs at a time.

Visit worldwildlife.org/species to learn more about hawksbill turtles.
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Dall’s sheep
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Stop Huge Cuts in Conservation Funding

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Sam Kittner
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CONSERVATION NEWS

FIELD REPORT

Mark Hurley

ILLEGAL TRADE PUSHING RARE TURTLE TOWARD EXTINCTION

Better Business, Brighter Future
for Peru’s Shipibo-Konibo People

© WWF-Canon/Jürgen Freund

Initial Surveys Reveal Spectacular Coral, Fish Species

Divers found a species of parrot fish
never before seen in Thailand.

A

team of WWF divers recently identified a coral reef off the Thai coast
that was previously unknown to science. After being tipped off by local
fishermen, the divers located the reef
off Khao Lak, a popular tourist destination on the Andaman Sea.
Initial surveys reveal that the 667acre reef is home to over 30 types of
hard corals and at least 112 species of
fish from 56 families. Also found was a
species of parrot fish (Chlorurus
rakaura) first discovered in Sri Lanka
and never before seen in Thailand, as
well as a rare species of the sweetlips

fish (Plectorhinchus macrospilus).
“This is a spectacular reef and it’s
exciting to think that there may be even
more areas like this still awaiting discovery,” said Dr. Robert Mather, WWFThailand’s senior program manager.
WWF is working closely with
Thailand’s Department of Marine and
Coastal Resources, the Department of
National Parks, local communities, and
dive operators to manage the reef.
“If managed properly, the reef can
become a prominent local dive site and
serve as an important source of income
to the community,” said Songpol
Tippayawong, head of the Marine and
Coastal Conservation unit at WWFThailand.
The discovery is good news for the
state of reefs, which have been battered
by destructive fishing practices and
development. In addition, the 2004
tsunami heavily damaged reefs in
Thailand, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, and
India. A United Nations report in
December said that close to a third of
the world’s corals have vanished, and 60
percent may be lost by 2030.

SCIENCE UPDATE

SATELLITE TRACKING LEADS TO
TREATMENT OF INJURED ELEPHANT

© WWF-Canon/A. Christy Williams

Conservationists in Malaysia were
able to successfully locate and treat
an injured Borneo pygmy elephant
because a WWF field team is monitoring the herd via a
UPDATE
satellite collar tracking
system. The WWF team
noticed that one elephant in the
group they were tracking was shot in
its right foreleg; they followed it for a
week before the Sabah Wildlife
Department and a WWF rescue team

managed to tranquilize the elephant
and treat it with antibiotics.
The elephant may have been shot
during a human-elephant conflict,
possibly while being chased away
from privately owned land or a plantation, according to Raymond Alfred,
project manager for WWF’s Asian
Rhinoceros and Elephant Action
Strategy (AREAS).
The AREAS team outfitted five
pygmy elephants with satellite collars in June 2005, and began a twoyear effort to track the elephants
through the forests of Borneo and
learn more about their behavior and
habitat needs. Funded by WWF, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and
private donors, the collaring is
part of the first scientific
research ever conducted on this
little-understood population.
To track these elephants through
Borneo on an interactive map, visit
www.worldwildlife.org/borneomap.

In an open-air meeting
house, we hear about
how precarious ShipiboKonibo livelihoods have
been-a poor year for
crops or fishing has
meant people going
hungry. Illegal loggers
paid them 20 soles
(about $6) for every
tree they cut down on
their land, thereby contributing to the decline
of mahogany in Peru.
But now, by working with WWF’s
Global Forest & Trade Network
(GFTN), the Shipibo-Konibo
have built a more stable standard of
living. With GFTN technical support, the Shipibo-Konibo sought
certification for their forests under
the Forest Stewardship Council
(FSC), a system of measuring
forestry practices against rigorous
environmental standards and labeling
forest products for consumers.
Upstream from the village, we
walk along a footpath into Calleria’s
managed forestry area. Calleria
workers use portable milling equipment to square felled trees into
cuartones, then cut the cuartones
into boards to fill a specific order.
Marks on the trees show that they
have been carefully selected for
cutting to ensure maximum ecological benefit for the forest.
In a considerable achievement for a
people with no previous forest management experience, the ShipiboKonibo received certification late last
year for over 86,000 acres of rain forCONTINUED ON PAGE 6 ➤

Peru’s Shipibo-Konibo people are
working with WWF on managing
their ancestral forests for long-term
environmental and economic benefit. Shipibo-Konibo workers (left)
use portable milling equipment.
Calleria villagers (below) perform a
traditional welcoming dance for
WWF visitors.

Mark Hurley/WWF

NEW CORAL REEF DISCOVERED IN THAILAND

Pink river dolphins—
some people in the
Amazon Basin consider
them to be malignant
brujos (wizards), while
others believe they are
benevolent spirits who
push capsized boaters
to shore. Either way,
the bright pink dolphins
jumping in the wake of
our longboat are a Mark Hurley
remarkable sight, unexpected gems glistening in the murky
waters of Peru’s Ucayali River. They
remind me that WWF’s forest work,
which brings me here, touches even
aquatic species: Biologists think these
dolphins are disappearing under the
pressure of environmental changes
like deforestation.
I’m on my way to visit the indigenous Shipibo-Konibo people, who
are working with WWF and others
on managing their ancestral forestlands for long-term environmental
and economic benefit. In recent
years, more experienced timber
traders have taken advantage of the
Shipibo-Konibo, and illegal loggers
have invaded their forests. Times
have been hard, and young people
have left for opportunities in larger
towns.
Our group of WWF specialists
travels upriver, from the port of
Pucallpa to the village of Calleria.
When we arrive, a village elder
leads a traditional song of welcome.

WWF

turtle will have no future in the wild.”
The report found that poachers are
sidestepping regulations and smuggling
turtles to Jakarta, where they are sold
illegally and, according to dealers,
transported to Japan, Western Europe,
or the United States.

Mark Hurley is a senior program officer with WWF’s forest program

Mark Hurley/WWF

Pet enthusiasts are fueling the illegal
trade of the Roti Island snake-necked
turtle.

Bonggi Ibarrondo

The illegal trade of a small, odd-looking
turtle prized by collectors has left it all
but extinct in the wild, according to a
new report. Exotic pet enthusiasts in
North America, Europe, and East Asia
are fueling illegal trade in the Roti
Island snake-necked turtle, which is
found only in Indonesia.
“Collectors and exotic pet enthusiasts need to make sure that the specimens they purchase have not been illegally taken from the wild or illegally
brought into the United States,” said
Simon Habel, director of TRAFFIC
North America, WWF’s wildlife trade
monitoring network. “Roti Island snakenecked turtles should not be purchased
unless they have proper permits and
legal documentation. Without strict
enforcement of the trade laws, the

Brian Day

Increased Enforcement Should Make Poaching More Difficult
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EARTH’S LIVING
LABORATORY

S

WWF: On the Ground Since 1964

a group of islands that were undiscovered until

WWF has been active in the Galápagos
for more than 40 years, achieving success
by focusing on a long-term vision for conserving this fragile place. We reached a
significant conservation milestone in
1998, when we played a critical role in
the passage of the Galápagos Special
Law. The law created the 50,000-squaremile Galápagos Marine Reserve, the second largest in the world after Australia’s
Great Barrier Reef. The law also established regulations for migration to the
islands; created a quarantine system to
deal with introduced species; banned
industrial fishing from the marine
reserve; and ensured that 95 percent of
the visitor entry fees for Galápagos
National Park would go to support local
institutions.
Working with partners like the
Galápagos National Park Service and
the National Institute for Galápagos, we
are building up local ability to implement the Galápagos Special Law. Our
work focuses on protected area management and on sustainable tourism,
fisheries, and energy practices.

just a few centuries ago. Free of humans and other

outside influence for much of their history, the islands
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Special Use Zones
Now Posted in
Marine Reserve

© WWF-Canon/Martin Harvey

In March, WWF and our partners installed
83 signs around the Galápagos Marine
Reserve delineating tourism, fishing, and
conservation protection zones. The zoning
is a major achievement and includes a campaign to educate users on the importance
of zoning for the long-term conservation
of the marine reserve.
© WWF-Canon/Martin Harvey

© WWF-Canon/Martin Harvey

gave rise to unique forms of life, highly adapted to their
harsh surroundings.
These endemic species—species found nowhere else on
Earth—fascinated Charles Darwin when he visited the
Galápagos in 1835. His observations informed his theory of
natural selection, and the islands gained international
recognition.Over time, the gradual increase in visitors and
new residents migrating to the islands—and bringing with
them a growing number of invasive species—has put more
and more pressure on the islands’ natural resources.
Despite the loss of the ecological isolation that made the
native flora and fauna so unique, the Galápagos remain one
of the most pristine tropical island systems in the world,
with 95 percent of the original biodiversity still in existence.
Saving this natural treasure that so dazzled Darwin in the
1800s—and continues to amaze visitors
today—is a priority for WWF
and our partners.

© WWF

Six hundred miles off the coast of Ecuador sits
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Like No Place Else on Earth
Ninety-seven percent of reptiles and
mammals found in the Galápagos
are found nowhere else on Earth.
Here are a few of the Galápagos’
most famous inhabitants:

The most recognized symbol of the Galápagos
might be the giant tortoise. The tortoise can
weigh as much as 400 pounds and live for
more than 150 years. In fact, the oldest
known resident of the islands is a centenarian
giant tortoise known as Lonesome George.

© WWF-Canon/Martin Harvey

Giant Tortoise

Saving a Childhood Treasure

When Charles Darwin visited the islands,
he found thousands of marine iguanas living along the shore. The iguanas, which can
grow to three feet, exist only on the
Galápagos Islands. They live on the black
lava shore rocks and pile themselves up by
the hundreds to share warmth at night.

Galápagos Penguin
Galápagos penguins are the only penguins
that live in the northern hemisphere.
Endemic to the islands, they stand about
14 inches tall—smaller and more duck-like
than their southern cousins. There are about
2,000 of the species in the Galápagos.

Managing Increased Growth

Steven Morello

For decades, tourists from around the world have
come to the Galápagos to see firsthand the islands’
unusual wildlife and striking scenery. The annual
number of visitors has increased dramatically, from
about 1,000 in the 1960s to more than 120,000
today, making tourism the biggest business on the
islands. New residents migrate to the islands,
attracted by opportunities in tourism and related
construction. The result is a massive jump in yearround population, from 3,000 in 1980 to 28,000
today.
This increase in human population is putting significant
pressure on the islands’ natural resources.
Tourism has become the
biggest industry in the In the coming
Galápagos.
year, WWF will
begin efforts with local governments and
the Galápagos National Park Service to
improve tourism practices and enforce
regulations for tour and fishing boats
operating in the Galápagos Marine
Reserve. We also will work with tour
operators on adopting employment and
labor standards that give more opportunities to local residents.
WWF is working to enforce regula-

G
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tions for fishing boats in the reserve.

© WWF-Canon/Pablo Corral

Partnering for Clean Energy Solutions

Creating Sustainable Fisheries

© WWF-Canon/Pablo Corral

The convergence of cool waters from the south and warm tropical waters from the
north makes for an outstanding diversity of marine life in the Galápagos, including
306 species of fish. This natural abundance has made fishing an important livelihood
in the islands. But the explosive growth in human presence has fueled an increase in
fishing boats on the Galápagos waters and resulted in declining populations of
species like sharks and sea cucumbers, which fetch high prices in Asian markets.
To protect marine resources and promote sustainable management, WWF
supported the establishment of a participatory board consisting of representatives
from government, conservation groups, the
local fishing community, and the commercial fishing industry. Together, they agree
on fishing calendars, zoning requirements, catch and size limits, and fishing
gear regulations. The board also supports
the Galápagos National Park Service,
which is charged with enforcing the policies.
“Good management of fisheries ensures
that fishing will remain a way of life in the
Galápagos,” says Lauren Spurrier, WWF’s
WWF’s efforts are protecting the managing director of the Galápagos.

When the tanker Jessica spilled oil
state-of-the-art fuel-handling facility.
in the waters surrounding the
Under the leadership of the
Galápagos Islands in 2001, it was a
Galápagos National Park Service and
wake-up call about the islands’
the Spanish government’s aid agency,
increasing vulnerability to human
we have completed the installation of
impacts. Working with the governa hybrid renewable energy system on
ment of Ecuador and Toyota Motor
Floreana Island. The community is
Sales, USA, Inc., we responded with a
now independent from fossil fuels. On
10-year Sustainable Energy BlueSanta Cruz Island, a program that
print to transform
recycles most of
the Galápagos into
the oil from the
a model for 21stfishing and tourism
century clean
sectors based there
energy. The blueis up and running.
print laid out a
“The implicaseries of projects
tions of the Energy
and investments
Blueprint reach far
in the energy,
beyond the envifishing, tourism,
ronment of an
A truck donated by Toyota to transand transporta- port recycled oil on Santa Cruz Island. archipelago in
tion sectors.
the Pacific,” says
An immediate issue was the need
Lauren Spurrier, WWF’s managing
to reconstruct the islands’ central fueldirector for the Galápagos. “Moving
handling terminal on Baltra Island.
the Galápagos to a carbon-free enerThe facility was so outdated that it was
gy future is a compelling model, not
identified as the single most significant
just for its immediate conservation
energy-related threat to the Galápagos.
benefits to the islands, but for what it
WWF and Toyota worked with
suggests may be possible, at much
PetroEcuador and the Ecuadorian govlarger scales, in tackling the causes
ernment to replace the terminal with a
of global climate change.”
© WWF

rowing up in the Galápagos, Eliecer Cruz learned
to love the islands’ strange and wonderful plants
and animals, and its otherworldly landscapes.
“My devotion to this place is deep. It is a land of
spectacular beauty—and it is home. Even as a child, I
knew that I wanted someday to give back to the
Galápagos, to work for their conservation,” Cruz says.
Cruz left the islands at age 12 to attend school on mainland Ecuador. He
returned armed with advanced degrees in biology and environmental management, his childhood ambition still strong. For eight years, he served as director
of the Galápagos National Park, and he was instrumental in the development of
the groundbreaking Galápagos Special Law.
In 2003, Cruz became WWF’s ecoregional director for the Galápagos, where
he concentrates his efforts on strengthening the Galápagos Marine Reserve. His
leadership has been key to the advances achieved there.
“WWF is widely recognized in the Galápagos,” says Cruz, “and without
WWF’s ongoing commitment and long-term vision, the Galápagos would be a
much different place.”
Acknowledging that the work is far from over, Cruz says environmental education is fundamental to the future of the islands. “The Galápagos are under
multiple external threats. We won’t be able to protect the islands in the long run
if we don’t invest in training tomorrow’s conservation leaders.”

islands’ stunning marine life.

Marine Iguana

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
Visit worldwildlife.org/galapagos and sign up to receive the Galápagos
e-newsletter for news and regular updates on WWF’s exciting work in the islands.
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Continued from page 1

sustainability is catching on with other
retailers.
“Wal-Mart’s announcement is already
having a ripple effect in the seafood
industry,” Burns said. “Several other
leading businesses have followed suit
with similar pledges to purchase from
sustainable sources.”
The MSC is an independent nonprofit organization working to promote
responsible fishing practices worldwide. It was established in 1997 through
a unique partnership between WWF
and Unilever, one of the largest commercial buyers of fish in the world.
Fifteen fisheries have been certified to

MSC’s standard, and another 20 fisheries are undergoing assessment.
Certified fisheries around the world
include the world’s most important
whitefish fishery (Alaskan pollack), the
world’s largest salmon fishery, and the
leading export fisheries of Australia and
New Zealand. To date, there are more
than 330 seafood products bearing the
MSC ecolabel.
“Wal-Mart’s commitment sends a
clear signal to fisheries that the consumer retail sector has a strong interest
in sustainable seafood certification,”
said Burns. “Certification allows consumers—through their purchasing
power—to help stop overfishing and create market incentives for healthy fisheries and, ultimately, healthier oceans.”

MARKETING

Kevin Schafer/WWF

Wal-Mart Pledge

PARTNERSH\IPS
Business has an important role to play in achieving spectacular conservation results. The following companies support World Wildlife Fund by raising environmental awareness as well as important funds for conservation.

COINSTAR, INC.
In honor of Earth Day, WWF and Coinstar® have launched
a special promotion to raise funds for WWF conservation programs. From April through June, a promotional screen on
Coinstar® Center kiosks informs patrons about the plight of
endangered wildlife and encourages them to donate their
loose change to WWF. People who donate $15 or more during
these months will have the opportunitity to receive a one-year
WWF membership and Li Mei™, a limited edition giant panda
Ty Beanie Baby®.
This promotion builds on the existing WWF-Coinstar
partnership, which offers a “donate” option on participating Coinstar® Centers for people to give their loose
change to WWF instead of converting it to cash. Donors
simply follow the on-screen menu, select WWF or COIN
#8888, and deposit the coins into the machine. The
machine prints out a tax-deductible receipt for the donation. Coinstar has donated more then $135,000 to WWF
since the partnership was started. (www.coinstar.com)

© WWF-Canon/Edward Parker

WWF is working with seafood suppliers and fisheries to reduce harmful environmental impacts and ensure healthy populations of marine life.

Philanthropy
Continued from page 1

resources to help us achieve results.
What a wonderful example Jessica has
set for others in her generation.”
Jessica’s parents are longtime WWF
supporters, so she has grown up seeing
WWF newsletters and brochures
around the house. Every year when the
WWF calendar arrives, Jessica is the
first to flip through its striking animal
images.
“My family has always believed that
WWF does a very important job,” said

Jessica’s mother, Linda Stachler. It was
the family’s belief in the organization’s
mission that led Jessica to contribute to
WWF.
“I hope this donation helps,” said
Jessica, “and I hope that other people
see how they need to make an effort to
keep the rain forests from disappearing.”
Now an eighth grader, Jessica enjoys
watching the deer, marmots, and bears
she sees while hiking and skiing in
Colorado. She’s looking forward to one
day visiting the Amazon rain forest and
seeing firsthand the wildlife she cares
so deeply about.

BLACK SWAN WINES
Black Swan Wines is a WWF supporter, contributing $25,000 this year to help protect
endangered animals and habitats around the
world. The Black Swan Web site also includes
information about WWF, updated throughout
the year, in an effort to engage their customers
in WWF’s conservation work.
(blackswanwines.com)
BUSCH GARDENS TAMPA BAY
Busch Gardens Tampa Bay’s Saving a
Species Tour, which benefits WWF, is led by
Busch Gardens educators. Tour participants
travel in open safari trucks through a 26-acre
white rhino habitat. The adventure includes
up-close views of other Serengeti animals,
such as zebras and wildebeest. And as park guests learn about endangered
species, they are also contributing to conservation: Busch Gardens donates $2
from each tour ticket to WWF. (813-984-4043)
Visit worldwildlife.org/shop for more information on the products
and WWF partnerships mentioned above.

Field Report

A Shipibo-Konibo girl shows interest in
a discussion of community forestry.

A common area in the village of
Calleria (above). Children are ferried
to their home villages after school in
Calleria (right).

and illegal logging are even more costly.”
Visit www.panda.org/gftn for more
information on WWF’s Global Forest &
Trade Network.

Mark Hurley/WWF

est—the first FSC-certified forest in
Peru. Hardwoods from these forests
are beginning to make their way to
international markets.
Armed with new understanding of
the economic and social significance of
their forests, local people have set up a
vigilance committee to keep out illegal
loggers. And young people who participated in forest management workshops
have created a youth organization committed to sustaining both their forests
and their culture.
Three years after the project started,
the Shipibo-Konibo shipped timber to
Pucallpa and were well paid for it.
“Many people have to see to believe,”
said a local advocate for indigenous
people. “When a tree brought 1,000
soles instead of 20, this was no longer a
discourse or talking pretty or putting up
signs. This was business.”
During the long trip back downriver to
Pucallpa, Steve Gretzinger, GFTN’s
Latin America coordinator, summed it
up. “These kinds of projects are complex, but what’s the alternative? Poverty

Mark Hurley/WWF

Continued from page 3

Mark Hurley/WWF

6

MAY/JUNE 2006

7

WORLD WILDLIFE FUND

TRAVEL
UPCOMING ADVENTURES!

Alain Compost

BALI TO BORNEO
Join us on this new, custom-designed expedition featuring the
diverse wildlife of the East Indies, with its lush rain forests, rich
coral reefs, and fascinating cultural treasures. Begin in Bali,
where you’ll discover bird and butterfly sanctuaries thriving
amid towering trees and mystical temples. Visit WWF’s turtle
conservation program, where hatchlings are reared and
released to the sea. Witness traditional artisans at work and learn about ancient customs. Spend
four days aboard a masted schooner for a spectacular excursion through the Komodo Islands, and
snorkel over some of the world’s most pristine coral reefs. A highlight of your trip is a visit to Camp
Leakey in Borneo, where orphaned orangutans are conditioned to return to the wild. Observe
these captivating apes up close in their natural habitat and learn about our efforts to save them.
Hike into the Kalimantan rain forest before returning to Bali.
TONGA & FIJI
Explore the fascinating cultures of these island jewels set in
the azure waters of the South Pacific. Discover incredible coral
reefs surrounded by abundant and intriguing marine life. Late
summer in the South Pacific brings pods of migrating humpback whales to Tonga on their way to Antarctica. Watch as
these magnificent leviathans breach and slap their tails—you may even catch a glimpse of a
young calf! Tonga also offers wonderful snorkeling experiences over pristine reefs in secluded
bays. Travel the shoreline by kayak and stroll along sugar-sand beaches. Spend four days on
Beqa Lagoon, known as Fiji’s Coral Coast. Blue ribbon eels, clown triggers, lionfish, leaf scorpions, and harmless reef sharks are just a few of the species you’ll encounter. Fiji has one of
the world’s greatest habitats for soft corals and sea fans, and you will marvel at the vivid reds,
yellows, oranges, and purples these corals display. Visits to local villages allow for a look at the
daily life of islanders and their diverse cultures.
August 22–September 4, 2006

Y.-J. Rey-Millet

WILD SIBERIA & LAKE BAIKAL
Journey to the Siberian heartland and discover the stunning Lake
Baikal, the oldest and deepest lake on Earth, on this new WWF
excursion! Following a brief tour of Moscow, fly to Irkutsk, a place
of exile in the days of Genghis Khan, but now peppered with quaint
wooden homes and traditional Orthodox churches. Take a chartered
helicopter to Chivirkuy Bay on the eastern side of Lake Baikal in
Pribaikalsky National Park. Baikal is remarkably pure and clear, with
numerous fish, plants, and mammals not found anywhere else. By boat, explore the waters surrounding the Ushkanye Islands, where the world’s only species of freshwater seal makes its home.
Travel by train along the scenic Old Railway Route, the precursor to the legendary Trans-Siberian
Railway. Take in Vladivostok’s rich marine heritage and surrounding islands and nature reserves,
and sail to Popov Island, part of a marine reserve that protects 3,300 species of animals and birds.

Cat Holloway

July 28– August 12, 2006

Philippines Opens Southeast
Asia’s First Wind Farm
WIND POWER BRINGS COUNTRY
CLOSER TO ENERGY INDEPENDENCE
The Philippines recently inaugurated
Southeast Asia’s first wind farm, marking an important step in WWF’s efforts
to promote renewable energy in some
of the world’s fastest growing economies.
WWF estimates that the Philippines
can save $2.9 billion on fossil-fuel imports
over the next 10 years if the country’s
vast renewable energy resources are
tapped. According to an analysis conducted by WWF’s PowerSwitch! campaign, the wind resources potential could
be enough to power 19 million homes.
“Wind power is taking the Philippines
closer to energy independence,” said
Hans Verolme, managing director of
WWF’s Climate Change program.
“Increasing oil prices and dependency on
imported fuels, combined with health
and environment risks, are forcing governments to dramatically rethink the way
they supply their people with energy.”
WWF’s PowerSwitch! campaign challenges energy utilities to use more energy-efficient technologies and sources of
clean energy like wind and the sun, with
the goal of reducing and eventually
eliminating CO2 emissions.
Visit worldwildlife.org/climate to learn
about WWF’s PowerSwitch! campaign
and other ways we’re working to reduce
the impacts of climate change around
the world.

© WWF-Canon/Carlos G. Vallecillo
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FOCUS

WWF’s PowerSwitch! campaign challenges energy utilities to use sources of
clean energy like wind.

PUTTING YOUR DONATIONS TO WORK
At WWF, we are proud of our record of keeping the cost of supporting services low. In 2005,
WWF devoted only 12 percent of revenues to fund-raising and 6 percent to finance and
administration. In other words, 82 cents of every dollar was put to work protecting endangered wildlife and the habitats they need to survive. We are dedicated to protecting the
world’s wildlife and wildlands as efficiently as possible. Thank you for your continued support!

August 28–September 9, 2006

ALSO COMING!

© WWF-Canon/Martin Harvey

ARCTIC CIRCLE & NORWEGIAN FJORDS ..AUGUST 17–30, 2006
TANZANIA: SERENGETI & SELOUS ........SEPTEMBER 9–22, 2006
VIETNAM & CAMBODIA ............SEPTEMBER 16 –OCTOBER 2, 2006
UGANDA MOUNTAIN GORILLAS .........SEPTEMBER 19–30, 2006
Let WWF take you to the best places on Earth to see spectacular wildlife in its natural environment! Travel in comfort and safety with small groups of congenial people who share your interest in wildlife and wildlands, and learn firsthand about WWF’s conservation priorities. And
remember, by traveling with us, you are supporting WWF’s conservation work around the globe.
To receive detailed itineraries for these or other exciting WWF membership trips to North and
South America, Africa, Asia, the Arctic, Antarctica, or the South Pacific, please complete and
return the form below, or through the following:
Phone: 202/778-9683 or toll-free 888/WWF-TOUR (993-8687)
Email: membertours@wwfus.org
Visit:
worldwildlife.org/travel
Please send me brochures for the following trips:
❏ Bali to Borneo
❏ Arctic Circle
❏ Uganda
❏ Tonga & Fiji
❏ Tanzania
❏ Trips to other destinations:
❏ Wild Siberia
❏ Vietnam & Cambodia
________________________
❏ Please add me to your mailing list to receive WWF travel brochures
Name _______________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________
City _________________________________State___________Zip _____________________
WWF membership number _______________________________________________________
(FROM THE MAILING LABEL ON THIS ISSUE)

Panda Tracks, a monthly email newsletter, will keep you informed about WWF membership trips
throughout the year. It features reports and photos from past expeditions, information and itineraries on current trips, and special announcements about new trip offerings.
If you would like to receive Panda Tracks, please sign up on our Web site at worldwildlife.org/travel
or provide your email address: _______________________________.
Return to: WWF Travel Program, 1250 24th St., NW, Washington, D.C. 20037-1132

A copy of World Wildlife Fund’s latest financial report may be obtained by writing to World Wildlife
Fund, 1250 Twenty-Fourth Street, NW, Washington, DC 20037; (202) 293-4800. Residents of the
following states may obtain information directly by contacting the state agencies listed below.
REGISTRATION WITH OR LICENSING BY A STATE AGENCY DOES NOT CONSTITUTE OR
IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THAT STATE.
Florida: A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE
OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE, WITHIN THE STATE, 1-800-HELP-FLA. SC NO. 00294. Maryland: For the cost of postage and copying,
documents and information filed under the Maryland charitable organizations laws can be obtained
from the Secretary of State,Charitable Division,State House,Annapolis,MD 21401. Michigan:
MCIS No. 9377. Mississippi: The official registration and financial information of World Wildlife
Fund may be obtained from the Mississippi Secretary of State’s office by calling 1-888-236-6167.
New Jersey: Information filed with the Attorney General concerning this charitable solicitation
may be obtained from the Attorney General of the State of New Jersey by calling 973-504-6215.
New York: A copy of World Wildlife Fund’s latest annual report can be obtained from World
Wildlife Fund or from the Office of the Attorney General by writing the Charities Bureau, 120
Broadway, New York, NY 10271. North Carolina: Financial information about World Wildlife
Fund and a copy of its license are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 1-888830-4989. Pennsylvania: The official registration and financial information of World Wildlife Fund
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free,within
Pennsylvania,1-800-732-0999. Virginia: Financial statements are available from the State Division
of Consumer Affairs, P.O. Box 1163, Richmond, VA 23218. Washington: Information relating to
the financial affairs of World Wildlife Fund is available from the Secretary of State, and the toll-free
number for Washington Residents:1-800-332- 4483. West Virginia: West Virginia residents may
obtain a summary of the registration and financial documents from the Secretary of State, State
Capitol, Charleston,WV 25305.
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Summer Fun
PLAN AHEAD TO LESSEN
YOUR IMPACT
Whether you’re hosting a barbeque in
your backyard or taking a family road
trip across country, keep these ecofriendly tips in mind as you make your
summer plans.
On your next picnic, lessen your
impact and make sure it’s
pesticide-free.
If you must use paper plates and napkins, make sure they have a high “postconsumer recycled content.” Check product labels for recycled content notices.

If you’re going on
vacation, turn down
your thermostat.

If you grill, use chemical-free
charcoal instead of standard
briquettes.
Grilling with wood charcoal that
doesn’t contain fillers or chemicals is a
smart way to avoid a chemical product.

JOIN WWF’S WILDLIFE RESCUE TEAM
WWF’s Wildlife Rescue Team members play a
key role in assuring that WWF has the immediate
resources needed whenever wildlife crises arise.
By committing to give on a monthly basis, you’ll
help to provide a vital, stable source of funds
from which WWF can draw to take action needed
to save giant pandas, tigers, rhinos, whales, and
other wildlife struggling to survive.
In order to save paper and postage, we’re
pleased to offer the option of debiting your
monthly donations from your bank account or
your credit card. Call 1-800-960-0993
0r visit worldwildlife.org/join or to
learn more—and become a member
today!

• Make sure your car is well
maintained. You can improve
gas mileage by keeping the tires properly inflated and changing the oil,
spark plugs, and air filter properly.
• When you hit the road, follow the speed
limit—not only for safety reasons, but
because aggressive driving wastes gas.
According to the U.S. Department of
Energy, speeding, rapid acceleration,
and braking can lower your gas mileage
by 33 percent at highway speeds and
by 5 percent around town.
• Try to pack light—extra weight in
your vehicle can decrease gas mileage.
If you must carry heavy items, place
them inside your vehicle or in the
trunk rather on the roof, where it can
cause dragging.
• Roll down your windows. Air conditioning burns extra fuel, so open windows and air vents to stay cool.

For membership inquiries,
please call 1-800-CALL-WWF

FOCUS
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✁

I’ll help save endangered wildlife wherever it is threatened, whenever it is

YES! threatened. I have enclosed a check to World Wildlife Fund for $ ________.
Mr./Mrs.
Miss/Ms. ____________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________

IN THIS ISSUE:

City ________________________________ State___________ Zip ____________________

The Enchanted
Galápagos Islands

(see mailing label)

■ Check here if this is a change of address.
Important: To help us serve you better, please provide your old address.

Wal-Mart to Sell
Sustainable Fish
Products
Help Protect Sea
Turtles

■ Please send information on how I can include WWF in my will, trust, or

estate plans, or make a gift to WWF that provides me with income for life.

Please enclose your tax-deductible check along with this form and return to:

World Wildlife Fund
1250 24th St., NW
Washington, DC 20037

We recommend this language:
“I give _____ (specific amount or
property, percentage, or residue) to
World Wildlife Fund, Inc., (“WWF”)
having its principal offices at 1250
24th Street, NW, Washington, DC,
20037, for its general purposes to
save life on Earth.”

plannedgiving@wwfus.org

Support World
Wildlife Fund

Email Address ________________________________________________________________

Consider including
World Wildlife Fund
in your will.

1-888-960-0993
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Member I.D.# ____________________________Phone (_______ ) ______________________

their future.

For information please call toll-free:

For A Living Planet...

Black rhinoceros

Your plan…

Be more efficient
behind the wheel.

Before you leave your
house for extended periods of time, turn off the
lights and adjust your air
conditioner thermostat to 85 degrees.

FOCUS ON …

Amur tiger

Although availability is more limited,
FSC-labeled wood charcoal is an even
better choice. The FSC label means that
the trees were harvested
from well-managed forests
that are part of global
efforts to stop illegal logging.

AMF060110000

Marine iguana
© WWF-Canon/Chris Martin Bahr
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When planning your meals, buy organic
food, which supports farming practices
that cut down on the toxic chemical pollution of land and waterways.

CONSUMER CORNER
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